
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wetland Description Report 
Simsbury Meadows 

Iron Horse Boulevard 
Simsbury, CT 

 
 

May 21, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prepared For: 

Town of Simsbury 
933 Hopmeadow Street  
Simsbury, CT  06070 

 
Prepared By: 

SOIL SCIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. 
95 Silo Drive 

Rocky Hill, CT  06067 
 
 
 



Simsbury Meadows, Iron Horse Boulevard, Simsbury, CT 

SOIL SCIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. ii 

Table of Contents 
 

Introduction .................................................................................................................................................. 1 

General Site Description ........................................................................................................................... 1 

Description of Uplands .............................................................................................................................. 5 

Description of Wetlands Within the Designated Study Area ............................................................... 9 

Water Quality ............................................................................................................................................ 16 

Wetland Functional Quality ..................................................................................................................... 16 

References ................................................................................................................................................ 17 

Appendix I – Wetland Delineation.......................................................................................................... 18 

Appendix II:  Highway Methodology Data Forms and Supporting Documents ............................... 21 

Appendix III:  Natural Diversity Data Base Map .................................................................................. 36 

CT DEEP Natural Diversity Data Base Letter ...................................................................................... 38 



Simsbury Meadows, Iron Horse Boulevard, Simsbury, CT 

1 
SOIL SCIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. 

 

 

Introduction 

 
In accordance with your request, Soil Science and Environmental Services, Inc, (SSES) 
has prepared a wetland assessment report for the Simsbury Meadows study area off of 
Iron Horse Boulevard in Simsbury.  On April 23, 27, 28 and May 15, 2015, Jennifer 
Beno, Biologist/Wetland Scientist, inspected the existing conditions of the wetland areas 
within the study area specified by the Town.  The inspections were conducted in order 
to identify the dominant vegetation within the wetlands and to assess the functional 
values of the wetlands.   

The project area is located in the east central portion of the Town of Simsbury within a 
commercially developed area west of the Farmington River (Figure 1).  The project area 
(Figure 2) as indicated by the Town of Simsbury consists of a gravel access road, 
gravel parking area, dog park, fields, narrow wooded upland, garage/shed, 
amphitheater and arts building, playground, and floodplain wetlands.         

General Site Description 

 
The Simsbury Meadows study area is located within a dominantly commercial area off 
of Iron Horse Boulevard.  The study area is located east of Iron Horse Boulevard and 
west of the Farmington River and is accessible from Iron Horse Boulevard.  Currently, 
the property consists of a gravel access road, gravel parking area, dog park, fields, 
narrow wooded upland, garage/shed, amphitheater and arts building, playground, and 
floodplain wetlands.  The wetland areas are dominated by shallow marsh, shrub 
swamp, and wooded swamp communities.        
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Date 4/29/15 

Figure No. 1 

Project Area 
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Figure 2 – Study Area Specified by Town of Simsbury 
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 Topography and Drainage Basins 
 

The study area is located in the Farmington River Regional Basin.  This drainage basin 
is located within the Connecticut Major Basin.  The study area is located between 
approximately 150 and 180 feet above sea level.   
 
 
 Geology 
 
The dominant bedrock underlying the study area is New Haven Arkose.  According 

to the Bedrock Geological Map of Connecticut (Connecticut Geological and Natural 

History Survey, 1985), New Haven Arkose is a reddish, poorly sorted arkose.  

Arkose is described as red to brown, medium- to coarse-grained, sandstone-like, 

sedimentary rock containing quartz, feldspar and rock fragments.  It is the most 

common sedimentary rock of the Central Lowlands portion of Connecticut and is 

locally known as brownstone.  Brownstone was quarried for use as building stone.   

A review of the map showing the study area and immediate vicinity available at 
Connecticut Environmental Conditions Online (CT ECO) indicates that the study area is 
underlain by alluvium overlying fines.     
 
 

Soils Description 
 

Wetlands within the study area were delineated by SSES in April 2015.  The wetland 
soils within the study area include the poorly to very poorly drained Aquents (Aq), the 
poorly drained Walpole sandy loam (13), the moderately well-drained Pootatuck fine 
sandy loam (102), the poorly drained Limerick and Lim soils (107), and the very poorly 
drained Saco silt loam (108).    
 
The non-wetland soils observed within the study area include the moderately well 
drained Ninigret and Tisbury soils (21), the well drained Agawam fine sandy loam (29), 
the Udorthens-Urban land complex (306), Urban land (307), and the well to moderately 
well drained Udorthents, smoothed (308) which is a disturbed soil.  For additional 
information see Appendix I. 
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Description of Uplands 

 
The uplands within the study area include a gravel access road, a gravel parking area, a 
fenced dog park, a red garage/shed building, an amphitheater and arts building, a 
playground, field areas, and narrow wooded upland areas.  A mowed field area is 
present north of the dog park and is utilized for parking.  Another mowed field is present 
in the northeastern portion of the project area and is also utilized for parking during 
different events held on the property.  A gravel driveway passes through the project 
area between Wetlands 1 and 2 and Wetland 3.  The upland area adjacent to the 
driveway is maintained as mowed lawn.  Bordering some of these lawn areas are 
narrow wooded upland areas and dense shrub growth.  The dominant vegetation 
observed in the upland areas within the study area includes red maple, sugar maple, 
white pine, black cherry, oaks, tree-of-heaven, apple, tulip, locust, cottonwood, red 
cedar, northern arrowwood, sumac, dogwood, tatarian honeysuckle, multiflora rose, 
burning bush, raspberry, bittersweet, grape, poison ivy, mugwort, Japanese knotweed, 
dandelion, garlic mustard, English plantain, Queen Ann’s lace, curly dock, and grasses.    
   
 

 
Upland grassed field/parking east of Wetland 1 and north of the dog park (5/15/15). 
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Existing Conditions Map - Uplands 
Simsbury Meadows Study Area, 
Iron Horse Boulevard, 
Simsbury, CT 

Date 5/15/15 

Figure No. 2 
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Gravel road, fill with mowed lawn grasses and wooded upland (5/15/15). 

 
Parking area at north end of study area. Note amphitheater to the left and garage/shed building in the 
right-central portion of the picture (5/15/15). 
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Sidewalk on fill along western edge of Wetlands 1 and 2 (5/15/15). 

 
Garage/shed located on fill adjacent to Wetland 3 (5/15/15). 
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Description of Wetlands Within the Designated Study Area 

 
The wetlands within the study area are all located within the Farmington River 
watershed.   A buried moderately well drained floodplain wetland was located within the 
amphitheater mowed lawn area.  The wetland is outside of the study/project area and 
was not delineated, but was sketched onto a map.  The fill over floodplain wetland 
currently supports mowed lawn grasses.    
 
Wetland 1 – Northwest Portion of Study Area Along Iron Horse Boulevard 
 
Wetland 1 is located within the northwestern portion of the study area and is dominated 
by shallow marsh, shrub swamp and deciduous forested swamp communities.  The 
wetland was delineated by CT flags #52-115.  A portion of this wetland was delineated 
as a Federal wetland (Federal flags #553-617).  The wetland is surrounded by fill.  An 
existing playground, building and gravel parking lot exist to the north of the wetland.  A 
grassed field parking area, dog park and gravel road exist to the east of the wetland.  A 
boardwalk on fill exists to the south of the wetland.  A sidewalk and Iron Horse 
Boulevard exist to the west of the wetland.  This wetland is visible from the existing 
sidewalk, boardwalk and dog park. 
 
Stormwater runoff from the adjacent upland areas enters the wetland via culverts and 
the water flow has created narrow intermittent watercourses within the wetland.  
Standing water was observed within the central portion of the wetland area during the 
inspections.  Surface water flows out of the wetland to the east and into the large 
floodplain wetland associated with the Farmington River via an intermittent watercourse 
and a pipe under the existing gravel access road.  Although standing water was 
observed within the wetland area, very low surface water flow was observed exiting the 
wetland during the inspections.   
 
The vegetation within this wetland is diverse and dense.  The dominant vegetation 
includes red maple, white pine, willow, alder, highbush blueberry, silky dogwood, 
steeplebush, spicebush, elderberry, tussock sedge, skunk cabbage, broadleaf and 
narrow leaf cattail, sensitive fern, jewelweed and soft rush.  See the Dominant Wetland 
Vegetation Inventory Table – Appendix II. 
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Northwestern portion of Wetland 1 – looking east from sidewalk (5/15/15). 

 
Helen’s Way boardwalk between Wetlands 1 and 2 (5/15/15). 
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Wetland 2 – Southwest Portion of Study Area Along Iron Horse Boulevard 
 
Wetland 2 is located within the southwestern portion of the study area and is dominated 
by shallow marsh, shrub swamp and deciduous forested swamp communities.  The 
wetland was delineated by CT flags #1-51.  A portion of this wetland was delineated as 
a Federal wetland (Federal flags #501-552).  The wetland is surrounded by fill.  A 
boardwalk exists to the north of the wetland.  A gravel road exists to the east and south 
of the wetland.  A sidewalk and Iron Horse Boulevard exist to the west of the wetland.  
This wetland is visible from the existing sidewalk, boardwalk and gravel road. 
 
Stormwater runoff from the adjacent upland areas enters the wetland via culverts and 
the water flow has created narrow intermittent watercourses within the wetland.  
Standing water was observed within the central portion of the wetland area during the 
inspections.  Surface water flows out of the wetland to the east and into the large 
floodplain wetland associated with the Farmington River via an intermittent watercourse 
and a pipe under the existing gravel access road.  Although standing water was 
observed within the wetland area, very low surface water flow was observed exiting the 
wetland during the inspections.   
 
The vegetation within this wetland is diverse and dense and is similar to the vegetation 
observed within Wetland 1.  The dominant vegetation includes red maple, white pine, 
willow, alder, highbush blueberry, silky dogwood, steeplebush, spicebush, elderberry, 
tussock sedge, skunk cabbage, broadleaf and narrow leaf cattail, sensitive fern, 
jewelweed and soft rush.  See the Dominant Wetland Vegetation Inventory Table – 
Appendix II. 
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Central portion of Wetland 2 - looking east from sidewalk (5/15/15). 
 
 

Wetland 3 – Eastern Portion of Study Area Associated With Farmington River 
 
Wetland 3 is located along the eastern portion of the study area.  The wetland continues 
out of the study area to the north, east and south.  This wetland is part of a large 
floodplain wetland that is associated with the Farmington River.  The western edge of 
the wetland within the study area was delineated by CT flags #116-187 and 188-195.  A 
portion of this wetland was delineated as a Federal wetland (Federal flags #618-669, 
670-748, and 749-759).  The wetland is bordered by fill to the west within the project 
area.  A garage/shed building is located along the northwestern edge of the wetland 
adjacent to the existing gravel road and parking areas.  An existing boardwalk is present 
within this wetland and extends to the east and out of the study area to an open 
meadow.  A gravel road and fill exists to the west of the wetland.  This wetland is visible 
from the existing boardwalk and gravel road.  Fill was placed within the wetland in the 
northeastern portion of the project area.  Some of this area is no longer wetland while 
some of the filled area still qualifies as CT floodplain but is not Federal wetland.  This 
filled area is predominantly mowed grass that is periodically utilized for parking. 
 
Stormwater runoff from the adjacent upland areas enters the wetland via culverts.  
Stormwater flow has created narrow intermittent watercourses within the wetland.  It 
appears that some channelization, or ditching, has occurred within the western edge of 
the wetland near the existing boardwalk.  Standing water was observed within portions 
of this wetland within the study area.  Surface water flows easterly towards the 
Farmington River.    
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The vegetation within this wetland is diverse and dense and is similar to the vegetation 
observed within Wetlands 1 and 2.  The dominant vegetation includes red maple, white 
pine, willow, alder, highbush blueberry, silky dogwood, steeplebush, spicebush, 
elderberry, buttonbush, tussock sedge, skunk cabbage, broadleaf and narrow leaf 
cattail, sensitive fern, jewelweed and soft rush.  See the Dominant Wetland Vegetation 
Inventory Table – Appendix II. 
  
 

 
Wetland 3 – looking north from boardwalk (5/15/15). 
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Gravel road and fill adjacent to western edge of Wetland 3 (5/15/15). 

 
Boardwalk accessing Wetland 3 from gravel road (5/15/15). 
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Existing Conditions Map - Wetland 
Simsbury Meadows Study Area, 
Iron Horse Boulevard, 
Simsbury, CT 

Date 5/15/15 

Figure No. 3 
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Water Quality 

 
According to the CT DEP Water Quality Classifications Map of Connecticut, 2012, and 
the CT ECO web-site, the groundwater at and around the study area is designated as 
Class GA which indicates that “the groundwaters are within the area of influence of 
private and potential public wells.  The water is presumed suitable for direct human 
consumption without need for treatment.  The State’s goal is to maintain the drinking 
water quality.”   
 
The surface water within the Farmington River near the study site is designated as 
Class B which indicates that the surface water is “assumed to have some degradation 
and is not suitable for drinking without treatment.  Designated uses include recreational 
use: fish and wildlife habitat; agricultural and industrial supply and other legitimate uses 
including navigation.  Discharges restricted to: same as allowed in A and cooling 
waters, discharges from industrial and municipal wastewater treatment facilities 
(providing Best Available Treatment and Best Management Practices are applied), and 
other discharges subject to the provisions of section 22a-430 CGS.”  

Wetland Functional Quality 

 

A Highway Methodology form was completed for each wetland identified within the 
Simsbury Meadows study area (see Appendix II).  Numerous wetland functions are 
provided by the three existing wetlands.  The principal functions provided by Wetlands 1 
and 2 include groundwater recharge/discharge, sediment/toxicant retention, nutrient 
removal and wildlife habitat.  The functions provided by the wetlands are limited due to 
prior filling within and adjacent to the wetlands and the actively utilized upland 
recreational areas adjacent to the wetlands.  Although some filling has occurred adjacent 
to and within Wetland 3, this wetland provides a greater number of wetland functions due 
to its large size, dense, diverse vegetation, and connection to other wetland and 
watercourse communities, including the Farmington River.  The principal functions 
provided by this wetland include groundwater discharge/recharge, floodflow alteration, 
fish and shellfish habitat, sediment/toxicant retention, nutrient removal, nutrient production 
and export, shoreline stabilization, wildlife habitat, recreation, educational value, 
visual/aesthetics, and endangered species habitat.  Large floodplain wetland systems, 
like Wetland 3, generally provide a greater number of wetland functions and are generally 
notable, high quality areas. 
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Appendix I – Wetland Delineation 

(See separate report prepared by SSES for the Town of Simsbury, dated May 1, 2015) 
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Sketch Map of approximate CT wetland boundaries – Simsbury Meadows Study Area 
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Sketch Map of approximate Federal wetland boundaries – Simsbury Meadows Study 

Area 
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Table:  WETLAND FUNCTION-VALUE EVALUATION FORM 
 

           Wetland  1 – Northwest Portion of Project Area, Simsbury Meadows,                 

              Wetland I.D.         Simsbury, CT 

                    

Total area of wetland                        Human made?        No      Is wetland part of a wildlife corridor?  Yes     Or a “habitat island?   No         Lat. +41°52’34.21”   Long. +-72°47’56.76” 

     

Adjacent land use:   fill; boardwalk; roads           Distance to nearest roadway or development     0’ (fill )                             Prepared by JLB Date   5/14/15 

                         Wetland Impact: 

Dominant wetland systems present  PFO1E; PSS1E; PEM2E   Contiguous undeveloped buffer zone present    No (fragmented)                Type: N/A Area   N/A   

                           

Is the wetland a separate hydraulic system? No If not, where does the wetland lie in the drainage basin?       Low                             Evaluation based on: 

              Office Y Field    Y 

How many tributaries contribute to the wetland?   0 Wildlife & vegetation diversity/abundance (see attached)                                    Corps manual wetland delineation 

                             Completed?   Y X             N        

 

                       Occurrence     Rationale     Principal 
Function/Value                Y      N    (Reference #)*    Function(s)/Value(s)   Comments 

Groundwater Recharge/Discharge X  2,4,5,7,11,12,15,16 X Water quality designated as Class GA within this area of the project site. 

Floodflow Alteration X  5,6,7,8,9,10,13,18  Attenuates stormwater flows during storm events. 

Fish and Shellfish Habitat  X N/A  No perennial watercourse associates with this wetland. 

Sediment/Toxicant Retention X  1,2,3,4,5,8,10,11,13,16 X Dense vegetation traps sediments. 

Nutrient Removal X  3,4,8,9,11,12,14 X Dense vegetation utilizes nutrients. 

Production Export X  1,2,4,5,7,8,10,11,12,14  Dense, diverse vegetation within the wetland.  Nutrients are exported from the wetland  

via intermittent watercourse. 

Sediment/Shoreline Stabilization  X 3,5,6,8,9,12,13,14,15  This wetland is not associated with a perennial watercourse. 

Wildlife Habitat X  2,6,7,8,11,13,14,16,17, 

21 
X Dense, diverse vegetation is present.   

Recreation  X 1,4,7  The wetland is easily accessible for passive viewing.  

Educational Scientific Value  X 1,2,8  The wetland is easily accessible.  

Uniqueness/Heritage  X 4,5,6,8,9,12,13,18,24  Within a public area that could be used for education. 

Visual Quality/Aesthetics  X 1,2,3,4  Wetland vegetation is diverse and provides colorful spring blooms and autumn foliage. 

Vegetation and standing water contrasts with adjacent upland habitat. 

ES Endangered Species Habitat   Reported in the vicinity  See map dated Dec 2014.  See CT DEEP NDDB Letter dated 5/15/15. Appendix III. 

Other      

 * REFER TO BACK UP LIST OF CONSIDERATIONS (ATTACHED) 
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Table:  WETLAND FUNCTION-VALUE EVALUATION FORM 
 

           Wetland  2 – Southwest Portion of Project Area, Simsbury Meadows,                 

              Wetland I.D.         Simsbury, CT 

                    

Total area of wetland                        Human made?        No      Is wetland part of a wildlife corridor?  Yes     Or a “habitat island?   No         Lat. +41°52’30.29”   Long. +-72°47’56.47” 

     

Adjacent land use:   fill; boardwalk; roads           Distance to nearest roadway or development     0’ (fill )                             Prepared by JLB Date   5/14/15 

                         Wetland Impact: 

Dominant wetland systems present  PFO1E; PSS1E; PEM2E   Contiguous undeveloped buffer zone present    No (fragmented)                Type: N/A Area   N/A   

                           

Is the wetland a separate hydraulic system? No If not, where does the wetland lie in the drainage basin?       Low                             Evaluation based on: 

              Office Y Field    Y 

How many tributaries contribute to the wetland?   0 Wildlife & vegetation diversity/abundance (see attached)                                    Corps manual wetland delineation 

                             Completed?   Y X             N        

 

                       Occurrence     Rationale     Principal 
Function/Value                Y      N    (Reference #)*    Function(s)/Value(s)   Comments 

Groundwater Recharge/Discharge X  2,4,5,7,11,12,15,16 X Water quality designated as Class GA within this area of the project site. 

Floodflow Alteration X  5,6,7,8,9,10,13,18  Attenuates stormwater flows during storm events. 

Fish and Shellfish Habitat  X N/A  No perennial watercourse associates with this wetland. 

Sediment/Toxicant Retention X  1,2,3,4,5,8,10,11,13,16 X Dense vegetation traps sediments. 

Nutrient Removal X  3,4,5,8,9,11,12 X Dense vegetation utilizes nutrients. 

Production Export X  1,2,4,5,7,8,10,11,12,14  Dense, diverse vegetation within the wetland.  Nutrients are exported from the wetland  

via intermittent watercourse. 

Sediment/Shoreline Stabilization  X 3,5,6,8,9,12,13,14,15  This wetland is not associated with a perennial watercourse. 

Wildlife Habitat X  2,6,7,8,11,13,16,17 X Dense, diverse vegetation is present.   

Recreation  X 1,4,7  The wetland is easily accessible for passive viewing.  

Educational Scientific Value  X 1,2,8  The wetland is easily accessible.  

Uniqueness/Heritage  X 4,5,6,8,9,12,13,18,24  Within a public area that could be used for education. 

Visual Quality/Aesthetics  X 1,2,3,4  Wetland vegetation is diverse and provides colorful spring blooms and autumn foliage. 

Vegetation and standing water contrasts with adjacent upland habitat. 

ES Endangered Species Habitat   Reported in the vicinity  See map dated Dec 2014.  See CT DEEP NDDB Letter dated 5/15/15. Appendix III. 

Other      

 * REFER TO BACK UP LIST OF CONSIDERATIONS (ATTACHED) 
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Table:  WETLAND FUNCTION-VALUE EVALUATION FORM 
 

           Wetland  3 – Eastern Portion of Project Area, Simsbury Meadows,                 

              Wetland I.D.         Simsbury, CT 

                    

Total area of wetland                        Human made?        No      Is wetland part of a wildlife corridor?  Yes     Or a “habitat island?   No         Lat. +41°52’31.66”   Long. +-72°47’49.70” 

     

Adjacent land use:   fill; boardwalk; roads           Distance to nearest roadway or development     0’ (fill )                             Prepared by JLB Date   5/14/15 

                         Wetland Impact: 

Dominant wetland systems present  PFO1E; PSS1E; PEM2E   Contiguous undeveloped buffer zone present    No (fragmented)                Type: N/A Area   N/A   

                           

Is the wetland a separate hydraulic system? No If not, where does the wetland lie in the drainage basin?       Low                             Evaluation based on: 

              Office Y Field    Y 

How many tributaries contribute to the wetland?   1 Wildlife & vegetation diversity/abundance (see attached)                                    Corps manual wetland delineation 

                             Completed?   Y X             N        

 

                       Occurrence     Rationale     Principal 
Function/Value                Y      N    (Reference #)*    Function(s)/Value(s)   Comments 

Groundwater Recharge/Discharge X  2,4,5,7,11,12,15,16 X Water quality designated as Class GA within this area of the project site. 

Floodflow Alteration X  1,5,6,7,8,9,10,13,16, 

17,18 
X Broad floodplain wetland associated with Farmington River. 

Fish and Shellfish Habitat X  1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9,10,14,16,17 X This wetland is associated with the Farmington River. 

Sediment/Toxicant Retention X  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,10,11, 

12,13,15,16 
X Dense vegetation traps sediments. Large floodplain. 

Nutrient Removal X  3,4,5,8,9,11,12 X Dense vegetation utilizes nutrients. 

Production Export X  1,2,3,4,5,8,9,11,12,14, 

15 
X Dense, diverse vegetation within the wetland.  Nutrients are exported from the wetland  

via Farmington River. 

Sediment/Shoreline Stabilization X  3,5,6,8,9,12,13,14,15 X This wetland is associated with Farmington River. 

Wildlife Habitat X  2,6,7,8,11,13,16,17 X Dense, diverse vegetation is present.   

Recreation X  1,4,5,7,9 X The wetland is easily accessible for passive viewing via a boardwalk. Farmington  

River is utilized for active recreation. 

Educational Scientific Value X  1,2,3,4,5,8 X The wetland is easily accessible via an existing boardwalk.  

Uniqueness/Heritage X  4,5,6,7,8,9,12,13,14, 

16,18,19,22,24,27,28 
X Broad floodplain is part of a large wetland corridor associated with Farmington River. 

Visual Quality/Aesthetics X  1,2,3,4,5,7,8,9,11,12 X Wetland vegetation is diverse and provides colorful spring blooms and autumn foliage. 

Vegetation and standing water contrasts with adjacent upland habitat. 

ES Endangered Species Habitat X  Reported in the vicinity X See map dated Dec 2014.  See CT DEEP NDDB Letter dated 5/15/15. Appendix III. 

Other      

 * REFER TO BACK UP LIST OF CONSIDERATIONS (ATTACHED) 
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Dominant Wetland Vegetation Inventory (4/23, 4/27, 4/28, and 5/15/15) 
Simsbury Meadows Study Area,  
Iron Horse Boulevard, Simsbury, CT 

 

Scientific Name  Common Name         Indicator     Wetland 
                  Status       Area  
Trees    

    

Acer rubrum red maple FAC 1,2,3 

Fraxinus pennsylvanica ash FACW 3 

Juniperus virginiana red cedar FACU 1,3 

Pinus strobus white pine FACU 1,2,3 

Platanus occidentalis sycamore FACW- 1, 2 

Populus deltoides cottonwood FAC 1,3 

Prunus serotina black cherry FACU 3 

Quercus palustris pin oak FACW 3 

Salix nigra black willow OBL 1,2,3 

Ulmus americana elm FACW- 1,3 

    

Saplings/Shrubs    

    

Alnus serrulata alder OBL 1,2,3 

Berberis thunbergii   Japanese barberry FACU 2 

Cephalanthus occidentalis buttonbush OBL 3 

Cornus alba red osier dogwood FACW 3 

Cornus amomum silky dogwood FACW 1,2,3 

Ilex verticillata winterberry FACW 1,3 

Lindera benzoin spicebush FACW- 1,2,3 

Lonicera sp.    honeysuckle shrub --------- 1,2,3 

Rosa multiflora    multiflora rose FACU 1,2,3 

Salix sp. willow FACW 1,2,3 

Sambucus nigra elderberry FACW 1,2,3  

Spiraea tomentosa steeplebush FACW 1,2,3 

Vaccinium corymbosum highbush blueberry FACW- 1,2,3 

Viburnum dentatum arrowwood FAC 1,2,3 

    

Herbaceous    

    

Alliaria petiolata   garlic mustard FACU- 1,2,3 

Asclepias incarnate milkweed OBL 3 

Carex lurida shallow sedge OBL 1,2,3 

Carex stricta tussock sedge OBL 1,2,3 

Epilobium sp. willowherb FACW 2,3 

Equisetum arvense horsetail FAC 2,3 

Eutrochium maculatum joe-pye-weed OBL 1,2,3 

Impatiens capensis jewelweed FACW 1,2,3 

Juncus effusus soft rush FACW+ 1,2,3 

Lemna minor duckweed OBL 1 

Lythrum salicaria   purple loosestrife FACW+ 1,2,3 

Onoclea sensibilis sensitive fern FACW 1,2,3 

Osmunda cinnamomea cinnamon fern FACW 1,2,3 

Osmunda regalis royal fern OBL 1 

Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia creeper FACU 2,3 
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Indicator Status: Taken from the “National List of Plant Species that Occur in Wetlands:1988 National Summary,” Fish 

and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of the Interior 
 OBL: obligate wetland; occur almost always under natural conditions in wetlands 
 FACW: facultative wetland; usually occur in wetlands , but occasionally found in non-wetlands 
 FAC: equally likely to occur in wetlands or non-wetlands 
 UPL: occur almost always under natural conditions in non-wetlands 
 + : more frequently found in specified condition 
 - : less frequently found in specified condition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phalaris arundinacea reed canary grass FACW 1,2,3 

Phragmites australis   common reedgrass FACW 3 

Polygonum arifolium halberd-leaf tearthumb OBL 3 

Polygonum cuspidatum (Fallopia 

japonica) 

Japanese knotweed FACU- 1 

Scirpus cyperinus woolgrass FACW+ 2 

Solidago sp. goldenrod --------- 1,2,3 

Symplocarpus foetidus skunk cabbage OBL 1,2,3 

Taraxacum officinale dandelion FACU 3 

Thalictrum pubescens tall meadow rue FACW+ 1,2,3 

Thelypteris palustris marsh fern FACW 1,2,3 

Toxicodendron radicans poison ivy FAC 1,2,3 

Typha angustifolia narrow-leaf cattail OBL 1,2,3 

Typha latifolia cattail OBL 1,2,3 

Vernonia noveboracensis ironweed FACW 2 

    

Lianas    

    

Vitis sp. grape --------- 1,2,3 
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Dominant Wildlife Inventory (4/23, 4/27, 4/28, and 5/15/15) 
Simsbury Meadows Project Site,  
Iron Horse Boulevard, Simsbury, CT 

 
 
Agelaius phoeniceus  red-winged blackbird 
Anas platyrhynchos   mallard 
Archilochus colubris   ruby-throated hummingbird 
Branta canadensis   Canada goose 
Buteo jamaicensis   red-tailed hawk 
Cardinalis cardinalis   cardinal 
Carduelis tristis   American goldfinch 
Catharus fuscescens  veery 
Ceryle alcyon   kingfisher 
Chrysemys p. picta   painted turtle 
Corvus brachyrhynchos  American crow 
Cyanocitta cristata   blue jay 
Dumetella carolinensis  catbird 
Geothlypis trichas   common yellowthroat 
Hyla c. crucifer   spring peeper 
Icterus galbula   oriole 
Mephitis mephitis   skunk 
Mimus polyglottos   mockingbird 
Odocoileus virginianus  white-tailed deer 
Parus atricapillus   black-capped chickadee 
Picoides pubescens   downy woodpecker 
Procyon lotor    raccoon 
Quiscalus quiscula   grackle 
Sialia sialis    bluebird 
Spizella passerina   chipping sparrow    
Sturnus vulgaris   starling 
Thamnophis s. sirtalis  garter snake 
Turdus migratorius   American robin 
Zenaida macroura   mourning dove 
Zonotrichia albicollis  white-throated sparrow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Species were observed utilizing the study area.   
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Appendix III:  Natural Diversity Data Base Map 
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CT DEEP Natural Diversity Data Base Letter 
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